
RIO GRANDE PROJECT

Bureau of Reclamation

10737 Gateway Blvd. West, Suite 350

El Paso, TX   79935

Rio Grande Citizens Forum

April 23, 2015



RIO 

GRANDE 

PROJECT

CURRENT 

HYDROLOGIC

CONDITIONS OF 

UPPER

RIO GRANDE BASIN





Bureau of Reclamation 

Rio Grande Project

• Authorized by Congress in1905

• Appropriated all the unappropriated water of the Rio Grande for Project use.

• Irrigates 159,650 Acres in New Mexico and Texas

• Generates electric power at Elephant Butte Dam 

• Under a full allocation delivers 60,000 ac/ft per year under the

1906 Treaty with Mexico

• Delivers water for municipal and industrial use to the city of El Paso, TX

as part of the allocation to El Paso County Water Improvement District

allocation.

• Hudspeth Conservation and Reclamation District uses water coming out

of the Project under a separate contract.



March 17,2015 SWE Total Precip April 17, 2015 SWE Total Precip

Basin %Avg %Avg

%Av

g %Avg

Rio Chama 80 86  37 75 

Upper Rio Grande 72 73  41 58 

Sangre De Cristo Mtn

Range 89 97  40 87   

Jemez River 65 91 0 61

NRCS – RG Basin Reports



Upper Rio Grande Basin

Upper Rio Grande – 9,400 ft



Wolf Creek Summit



Rio Grande Basin

Water Supply Outlook Report

As of April 1, 2015



EL NIÑO/SOUTHERN OSCILLATION (ENSO)

DIAGNOSTIC DISCUSSION

5 March 2015

ENSO Alert System Status: El Niño Watch

El Niño conditions are present.* 

Positive equatorial sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies continue 

across most of the Pacific Ocean. There is an approximately 70% 

chance that El Niño conditions will continue through Northern 

Hemisphere summer 2015, and a greater than 60% it will last through 

autumn.
.

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml




U. S. Seasonal Drought Outlook





Rio Grande Basin - Reservoir Data  04/20/2015 

Reservoir Data 
Elevation 

(FT*) 

Releases 

(CFS**) 

Storage 

(AF*) 

Computed Inflow 

(CFS**) 

Elephant Butte RES 4,331.56 1 389,233 114 

Caballo Reservoir 4,142.34 1   35,612 1 

Total Rio Grande Project 

Storage   
 424,845 

 

Rio Grande Compact Credit 

Water   
   16,278 

 

San Juan- Chama Water 
  

     3,511 
 

Rio Grande Compact Usable 

Water   
405,056 

 

**** Unless otherwise noted: Preliminary Data ... All Data Subject To Revision **** 
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2015 Projected Usable Storage - Elephant Butte & Caballo 

4/10/2015

Over 400k AF

6/19/2015

Projected to be

Below 400k AF



April Forecast



2015 Rio Grande Project Operations Coordination

Projected initial allocation delivery to canal headings

EBID May 11th (Only on Arrey Canal)

EBID June 1st (Entire District) 

EP#1 June 1st

Mexico June 1st



2015 Initial Allocation
(April 1, 2015 – Data)

• Total Water Available – 349,033 KAF 

• Allocation

• April                         

– Mexico  – 22,568  -

– EBID      –115,388   -

– EP#1      –128,176  -

– 37.6 % of  full allocation

• ----Handouts Provided ----



Summary

* Note: These statements are updated once a month in association with the ENSO Diagnostics Discussion:

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory

El Niño conditions are present.* 

Positive equatorial sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies continue across 

most of the Pacific Ocean. There is an approximately 70% chance that El Niño 

conditions will continue through Northern Hemisphere summer 2015, and a 

greater than 60% it will last through autumn.

Low water storage and runoff conditions indicate a late start to the 2015 

irrigation season.



Questions?



Spring Run-off Forecast


