TEXAS CLEAN RIVERS PROGRAM
FOR THE RIO GRANDE BASIN

UPPER 2 RIO GRANDE COORDINATED MONITORING MEETING
(Forgotten Stretch in Presidio County to Amistad Dam)

March 18, 2015
1:00 p.m.

Terlingua, Texas

MEETING MINUTES

Meeting Participants:

Fidel Baeza, USIBWC Presidio Office Robin Cypher, TCEQ SWQM

David Long, TPWD Barton Warnock Center Lydia Smith, BBNP

Larry Curtis Jr., USIBWC Amistad Dam FO Tim Gibbs, TPWD

Zeke Bustamante, Amistad Dam FO Sarah Eagle, TCEQ Clean Rivers Program

Leslie Grijalva, USIBWC Clean Rivers Program Mark Howe, USIBWC Env. Mgmt. Div.

Meeting Notes:

e Leslie Grijalva began meeting with welcome and introduction of all participants.

e Leslie gave a short overview of the 303d and what it is, for the new people in
attendance. She also went into the impairments and concerns for this area of the
basin.

0 The 2014 standards have still not been approved by the EPA, so 2010
standards still stand for federal permits.

e Inan update to an item discussed at last year’s meeting, there is a new segment
proposed for this area. Segment 2315 will split Segments 2306 and 2307, and will
separate out the spring waters. At last year’s meeting, we had discussed that
Segment 2307 was introducing high levels of salt into 2306, and a split of the
segments had been mentioned.

0 The new segment still needs to be approved by the EPA. If approved, the DO
impairment for the Upper may go away.

e Segment 2305 is listed as impaired in the 2014 draft TWQS, for bacteria.

e Gas pipeline proposed in the Presidio area.

0 12 miles west towards Candelaria. Pipeline will cross the river. Pipeline has
not received approval.



e Jeff Bennett and Dr. Kevin Urbanczyk are doing sampling in the Lower Canyons,
which is why they could not attend the meeting. They will give an update on their
projects at next year’s meeting, which will include results of their trips.

e Terlingua Creek: Now flowing on a regular basis. Leslie asked Lydia to talk to Jeff,
since he had proposed adding that as a site at last year’s meeting.

0 Need GPC coordinates, pictures, how often he wants to sample.
e Station 20999: Leslie, directed towards the Amistad staff: Noticed an increase in the
bacteria counts. Getting higher every month, any idea why?
0 MKX effluent pipe right upstream of that area, may be coming from there.
0 Wait until audit time, so that Leslie can go out with them and take a look at
the pipe, (sometime in May).

e Reported that Shaftner Mine has stopped all mining in the State Park. No copper
mining or silver occurring. This was a concern at last year’s meeting.

e Both TPWD, BBNP, and Amistad Dam FO have new sampling staff (and soon the
Presidio FO will also have new staff). Training needs to be held where everyone can
come out and be trained at once.

Coordinated Monitoring Schedule

e Robin: why are we taking Mercury-in-water samples?

0 Leslie answered that this was at Chris Kolbe’s request, but could not
remember specifically why. Robin will go back and try to find out what the
reason was for starting these samples. They may just be removed, as no hits
have really been seen anywhere in the basin.

e Sul Ross has not had sampling personnel in some time (last time they samples was
August 2014). At this time, Leslie has decided to pull the site off the CMS until they
have sampling personnel.

e No changes to USIBWC Amistad Dam’s schedule.

e No changes to TPWD. They have staff now and will be catching up on their sampling.
e Leslie asked about the site that Jeff suggested we add a site at Terlingua Creek right
next to the USIBWC gage. After a phone conversation with Jeff Bennett after the
meeting, BBNP will provide GPS coordinates for the site. SLOC will be submitted to

add this site, monitored quarterly for field, conventionals, and bacteria.

e Big Bend Wild and Scenic stations will be sampled (some of them) in 2 weeks during
BBNP's Lower Canyons canoe trip. Locations might have to be flexible. Chris
informed them they have about % mile range from station site to sample without
requiring a new site as long as no major hydrological inputs or changes happen in
that % mile. Jeff will coordinate sites that will be sampled on that trip.



Leslie announced the draft 2015 Basin Highlights Report is currently being put
together and will be put out sometime in May.
Formal Meeting adjourned at 1400.
Training started at 1415. All partners were present that were in the formal meeting.
Leslie went through a list of issues/concerns.
0 Went over the new water sampling equipment that all partners will be
receiving.

1:00 Welcome/Introductions
1:15 TCEQ Watershed Action Planning Process
e Discussion of TCEQ's Integrated Report/303d list
e |dentification of water quality issues, data gaps, sources
e Ongoing research and projects in the area addressing issues
1:45 Monitoring Schedule
e Discussion of statewide Coordinated Monitoring Schedule (CMS)
http://cms.Icra.org/ - current and FY 2014 monitoring
0 Candelaria station and Big Bend Wild and Scenic stations
e Potential future projects and potential new sites
2:20 Other announcements and information
e 2013 Basin Summary Report for the Rio Grande Basin
2:30 Final comments and adjourn
2:35 USIBWC CRP Partner Refresher Training and Monitoring Guidance Updates
e Go over USIBWC YSI multiprobe Standard Operating Procedures for
maintenance and calibration, if needed.
e Review new water quality equipment
e Answer questions and review monitoring procedures, as requested
4:00 Adjourn refresher training portion
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