TEXAS CLEAN RIVERS PROGRAM FOR THE RIO GRANDE BASIN

UPPER RIO GRANDE 1 COORDINATED MONITORING MEETING
(El Paso/Hudspeth Counties)

March 24, 2014

1:00 p.m.
El Paso, Texas

MEETING MINUTES

Meeting Participants

Jose Mendoza, El Paso Community College

Christine Kolbe, TCEQ Surface Water Quality, by phone

Sarah Eagle, TCEQ Clean Rivers Program, by phone

Christopher Canavan, NMED
David Will, TCEQ Region 6

Zhuping Sheng, TAMU Research Extension

Lisa Ramirez, USIBWC Clean Rivers
Leslie Grijalva, USIBWC Clean Rivers

Meeting Notes:

Lisa Ramirez opened meeting and began with introductions from all participants. Sarah
Eagle and Christine Kolbe were participating via phone.

TCEQ, Austin, informed group that there were no significant updates to the Watershed
Action Planning Process. They also gave a general overview of the process and the new
online tool that should be premiered by the end of the year.

Chris Canavan, NMED, gave an update on the Watershed Protection Plan (from Caballo Lake
down to El Paso) that he is currently working on. The first document was reviewed by EPA
and comments will be incorporated and addressed in the next draft. This affects the basin
because NM and Texas have a shared reach that CRP currently monitors. CRP data was
integral to that report. There is also a TMDL for bacteria from Percha Dam to the
international boundary with Mexico in the works. Chris stressed that the NMED is willing to
collaborate with CRP on any future projects.

Dr. Ping, TAMU, gave an introduction to his project focused on identifying salinity sources in
the Pecos River. The project is currently on hold due to various issues, the main one being
lack of water. There is also another project focused on Amistad Dam (Del Rio area) that will
be focusing on restoration and impairment issues.



Lisa Ramirez introduced the Lower Rio Grande Water Quality Initiative. This Initiative will
work like a bi-national WAP. Once it is complete this template will be implemented in all
reaches of the Rio Grande if successful.

The Coordinated Monitoring Schedule was discussed next. Leslie gave an overview of the
format for the CMS printout. She reminded everyone that there is a data gap in the
Forgotten Stretch because Site 20648 remains off the schedule for now.

1 instance of Hg sampling will be added to the FY14 and FY15 list for Site 17040. Thisis in
response to a significant spike in Hg values in the last sample taken in January. Three order
of magnitude or higher.

Region 6, TCEQ, explained there is no change to their monitoring schedule from last year.
They monitor their Big Bend sites on the 1°t month of each quarter, Courchesne Bridge and
Anthony sites on the 2" month of each quarter, and Tornillo and San Eli the 3™ month of
each quarter.

San Eli site was discussed. Leslie asked if there were still access issues. TCEQ verified that
the access issues were no longer a problem, since the vegetation has been cleared, and CRP
will reevaluate adding this site back to the schedule.

Site at Alamo Grade was discussed. TCEQ, Region 6, said there were safety concerns. Itis
located next to a pedestrian border crossing. There was a shooting at the location where
sampling was done by CRP in 2008 and has been off the CMS ever since then. Plan to go out
with IBWC Safety Office to reassess in May.

Site at Fort Quitman still remains a remote site and not recommended for sampling.

Jose Mendoza, EPCC, verified his students would still sample the Courchesne Bridge site and
the Anapra site.

Jose Mendoza asked about Elephant Butte. Leslie answered last report was it was at 13%
capacity.

IBWC representatives announced the water would be release first week in June. Leslie
recommended any sampling be done a week after release. EPCC and IBWC will coordinate
for a sampling date during that time.

The spike of Hg at Site 17040 was discussed. The participants would like to see results of
the second sampling done 6 weeks after the spike in January. The laboratory is currently
preparing the reports. Leslie mentioned CRP should do a new map of this site showing all
discharges into the river.

TAMU reported some work happening in the area of Fort Hancock and Tornillo. He would
like to coordinate with TCEQ and CRP to perhaps all go visit this site.

Announced upcoming Paseo Del Norte meeting April 24" in Las Cruces in conjunction with
IBWC Citizen’s Forum.

CRP did general overview of handouts and closed meeting. Meeting adjourned at 1347.

No YSI training given because no sampling partners in attendance.

1:00 Welcome/Introductions

1:10 TCEQ Watershed Action Planning Process

e Discussion of TCEQ’s Integrated Report/303d list



e |dentification of water quality issues, data gaps, sources
e Ongoing research and projects in the area addressing issues

2:00 Monitoring Schedule
e Discussion of statewide Coordinated Monitoring Schedule (CMS)
http://cms.Icra.org/ - current and FY 2013 monitoring
0 San Eli, Fabens, Fort Hancock and Fort Quitman stations
0 Update/discussion on safety and security issues
e Potential future projects and potential new sites
2:40 Other announcements and information
e 2013 Basin Summary Report for the Rio Grande Basin
2:50 Final comments and adjourn
3:00 USIBWC CRP Partner Refresher Training and Monitoring Guidance Updates
e Go over USIBWC YSI multiprobe Standard Operating Procedures for
maintenance and calibration. Please bring your probes
e Review of Chain of Custody forms field forms
e Cooler Shipment and Proper Procedures and Tips
e Sampling techniques and bottle configurations for coolers
e Answer questions and review monitoring procedures, as requested
3:30 Adjourn refresher training portion




