TEXAS CLEAN RIVERS PROGRAM FOR THE RIO GRANDE BASIN
LOWER RIO GRANDE COORDINATED MONITORING MEETING
April 8, 2015

10:30 a.m.
Harlingen, Texas

MEETING MINUTES

Meeting Participants

Leslie Grijalva, USIBWC Clean Rivers Sarah Eagle, TCEQ Clean Rivers

Robin Cypher, TCEQ Surface Water Quality Sarah Whitley, TCEQ Surface Water Quality
Roger Miranda, TCEQ Austin TMDL Mike Warshak, United Irrigation District
Michael McCall, BPUB Chris Caudle, TCEQ Harlingen

Arturo Cabello, Brownsville ID Samantha Moore, UTB

Franklin Lazo, USIBWC Mercedes Rusty McDaniel, HCID #1

Juan Santana, TWDB Maribel Guerrero, Valley Proud
Jungseok Ho, UTPA Leah MclIntosh, TCEQ Harlingen

Lee Roy Atkinson, BPUB Lab Jose Saenz, BPUB Lab

Jaime Flores, TWRI Matt Williams, HCCID #9

Jillian DiMaio, TCEQ Harlingen Sonny Hinojosa, Hidalgo Co. ID #2

Meeting Notes:

Leslie Grijalva began meeting with introductions and welcome and went around room for
everyone to introduce themselves.
TCEQ reported CWQM stations still operating. They may start contracting out the operation of
the stations, but who will take that up we still don’t know. They are operated and maintained
by the TCEQ Watermaster Office. These stations measure only temperature and specific
conductance. These stations are not used for water quality purposes, only for quantity and
conductivity of irrigation water.

0 Irrigation districts said that this is not the TCEQ Watermaster’s job. They should focus

only on water quantity.
0 TCXEQ Watermaster’s Office is in transition; the network is there, but the
ownership/operation is up in the air right now.

Leslie went over the impairments and concerns for this area to introduce the Watershed Action
Planning Process.
Sarah, TCEQ, gave an update on the Watershed Action Process. It is used to address water
impairments. The Lower Rio Grande Water Quality Initiative is the pilot program for the area.
Other than the LRGWAQI, no new projects are currently proposed in any area of the Rio Grande
Basin for the WAP.
LRGWQI update by Roger. Roger gave a brief introduction to the TCEQ TMDL program and what
it does. Introduction of project was given as well as background and objective. Currently this
project will feed a draft 1-D model so that if/what scenarios can be played out. At present time,



we have had 2 sampling events, and the sampling event in March was binational. 16 sites were
sampled, of which 6 are long-term CRP routine monitoring sites. The project faces many issues,
including funding (MX in particular), collaboration between 2 countries, differences between
standards and methods for sampling, etc. We are now 2.5 years into the project. The
collaborating agencies include TCEQ, IBWC, and EPA on the U.S. side, and CONAGUA, CEAT,
CILA, and IMTA on the MX side. Three universities are contracted to do the U.S. side samplings
(UTB, UTPA, and TX A&M Kingsville).

0 Data Management will be handled by USIBWC CRP.

0 Roger asked BPUB why they had suddenly dropped out of the project, as they had
originally said that they could possibly help with the bacteria analysis.

O Lee Roy explained that BPUB was no longer a commercial laboratory, and they could not
participate in a project like this.

0 They are able to participate with CRP because of a clause that allows them to work with
universities, and because they provide basic water quality data as an in-kind service to
the USIBWC CRP.

e TX Soil Board Project: Bacteria source-tracking study, will include the Arroyo Colorado.

e Jaime Flores spoke about a watershed protection plan for the Brownsville area, which will also
include the Arroyo Colorado and RG Tidal stretch. They are trying to put together a QAPP for
the project. Leslie extended an offer to help them put together any QAPP and monitoring
schedules.

e Valley Proud gave a small introduction to their program.

0 They are the primary source of outreach and environmental education in the Valley.

0 Leslie said that CRP has an outreach component, and to let her know about events. If
CRP staff are in the area, we would like to work with them.

e Roma to downstream, TDS has been increasing. The Irrigation districts wanted to know what
was being done to address it.

0 Leslie went over the monitoring efforts by all the partners, and stressed that this is one
of the problems that the LRGWQI is meant to address.

0 Discussion over the fact that yes, TDS is increasing, but the area is not impaired for TDS
at this time. Until there is an impairment, there is nothing we can do.

0 Robin explained that while the irrigation districts monitor daily, an impairment is
determined by taking the average of all the samples taken by CRP and SWQM
monitoring, for the entire segment. If that average is still below the standards, then the
area may have a concern, but is not impaired.

0 Yes, TDS may be lower in the upper portion of the segment and may increase as you get
towards the Gulf, due to accumulation of TDS as the water is flowing downstream.

0 Leslie stated that the Valley has a pretty good representation of monitoring sites with
the partners we have down here.

0 TCEQand USIBWC CRP said they would look at the data more closely and monitor the
situation.

e Leslie went over coordinated monitoring schedule.

0 Mercedes had no issues with schedule.

O Leslie asked them about their sites, noticed that their bacteria counts have been
increasing in the recent months.

0 Franklin said yes, the Pharr site has had continuously increasing bacteria counts for a
few months.



0 Everyone seemed to this that a discharge from the Reynosa #1 plant on the MX side
may be to blame.
0 Leslie said that we will investigate this further and see what we can find out.
e UTB has no site issues.
0 Hope Park site is hard to access due to overgrown vegetation, and Border Patrol is not
clearing it. Leslie thought this was odd, since they must maintain line of sight.
e BPUB, no changes.
0 Brought up that they have noticed an increase in sulfates. Sulfates have doubled since
around September 2014.
Could be related to the high amount of rainfall in the area lately.
Will keep track of this issue.
Chris Caudle said that TCEQ has been seeing the same thing in their results as well.
What about chlorides?
= Lee Roy said they have been a little high, but still within what they consider
normal, and TCEQ concurred.
e TCEQ no changes to their schedule.
e TCEQ mentioned Arroyo Los Olmos and asked if CRP is sampling. If flowing the Falcon
personnel do pick it up. Leslie said Falcon reports that it is dry most of the time.
0 Dr. Ho monitors further upstream for the LRGWQI, reports that conductivity is
sometimes as high as >6,000 uS/cm3.

O O 0O

Training Participants
Samantha Moore, UTB
Franklin Lazo, USIBWC Mercedes

Meeting Notes:
e Leslie went over some tips and a list of concerns with items seen over last year.
e Leslie went over new equipment for the CRP partners.

AGENDA
10:30 Welcome and Introductions
10:40 Ongoing research and projects in the area addressing issues
e CWQM stations
10:55 TCEQ Watershed Action Planning Process

e Discussion of TCEQ’s Integrated Report/303d list

e |dentification of water quality issues, data gaps, sources
e Lower Rio Grande Water Quality Initiative: Update

e Other projects or issues in the area

11:30 Monitoring Schedule
e Discussion of statewide Coordinated Monitoring Schedule (CMS)
http://cms.Icra.org/ - current and FY 2016 monitoring




e Potential future projects and potential new sites

11:50 Other announcements and information
e 2015 Basin Highlights Report for the Rio Grande Basin Handout

12:00 Final comments and adjourn
12:15 USIBWC CRP Partner Training and Monitoring Guidance Updates

e Go over new equipment CRP partners will be receiving this fiscal year

e Review of Field form and Chain of Custody forms field forms

e Cooler Shipment and Proper Procedures and Tips

e Sampling techniques and bottle configurations for coolers

e Answer questions and review monitoring procedures, as requested
12:45 Adjourn refresher training portion
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